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President’s Corner Barry   
Snyder,      
AMEC  E&I  

Greetings from John Wolfe, LimnoTech 
In my final President’s Corner message, I’d 

like to welcome our 2016-2017 Officers and Board 
members. But first, I want to thank Past President 
Barry Snyder, outgoing Secretary Adrienne Cibor, 
and outgoing Board members Dimitri Deheyn, 
Molly Colvin, and Nellie Shaul. Barry’s tireless 
efforts on behalf of the chapter in his multiple stints 
as chapter President are well known to all, including 
his expert leadership on the last two annual 
conferences. Adrienne has kept the chapter on track 
for many years as our Secretary, and has 
volunteered generously and consistently to all of 
our events, making sure they are staffed, organized, 
supplied, and successful. As Board members, 
Dimitri, Molly, and Nellie have helped manage the 
chapter for two years, contributing their ideas, 
judgement, enthusiasm, and willingness to do what 
needs to be done. All will be missed, and these are 
big shoes to fill! 

Rachel Adams, a fellow engineer, is our 
new President. Rachel is Professor of Civil 
Engineering and Environmental Science at Loyola 
Marymount and has been an active member of our 
chapter since 2007, including service on the Board. 
Her research focuses on use of passive sampling 
techniques to measure trace-level contaminants in 
the aquatic environment. 

We’re also very pleased to have Keith 
Maruya of SCCWRP joining the Officers as our 
new Vice President. An environmental scientist and 
a chapter member since 2006, Keith studies the fate 
and effects, prioritization, and management of trace 
contaminants at SCCWRP. 

Misty Mercier is stepping up from her 
position on our Board to serve as our new 
Secretary. Misty is a marine biochemist and Project 
Manager at Physis, and has regularly reported in 
this newsletter on the Southern California Regional 
Bight Survey, one of a number of large programs 
she supports for Physis. 

We are also fortunate to have five new 
members join our Board. Denise Li will represent 
the Public/Government sector. She is an 
ecotoxicologist with the City of Los Angeles, where 
she has recently studied impacts of emerging	  
contaminants on topsmelt.	   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dan Schlenk will represent Academia on 
the Board. Dan is a Past President of our chapter 
and Professor of Aquatic Ecotoxicology and 
Environmental Toxicology at UC Riverside. Dan 
studies modes of action of pesticides, PAHs, and 
emerging compounds on neuroendocrine targets, 
and his students are always well represented at 
our chapter conferences. 

Our new Private sector representative on 
the Board is Kimbrie Gobbi of Amec Foster 
Wheeler, where she serves as Senior Aquatic 
Biologist and Project Manager and a community 
sustainability advocate. A marine scientist, 
Kimbrie specializes in offshore sediment testing, 
primarily related to dredging projects. 

We have two new student members for 
the Board. Eilleen Salas is a Masters candidate at 
the Stream Ecology Assessment Laboratory at 
Cal State Long Beach, where she is studying the 
aftermath of a gasoline and diesel fuel spill into a 
tributary of the Santa Ana River to observe the 
effects of PAHs on diatom communities.  

Our other new student Board member is 
Jennifer Cossaboon, who is a Masters student in 
environmental health sciences at San Diego 
State’s Graduate School of Public Health, where 
she studies effects of halogenated organic 
contaminant loads in five Bight marine mammal 
species to screen for emerging contaminants	  and 
evaluate links to disease susceptibility. 

Jenn is also the recipient of our chapter’s 
2016 Post-Graduate Student Research Grant 
Award. She will be comparing coastal and inland 
populations of California condors to identify 
differences in	  exposures to endocrine disrupting 
compounds (see Student Corner).	  	  

Hoping you all enjoy what’s left of 
summer, I look forward to seeing all of you at 
chapter events in the coming year. 

In This Edition of SoCal SETAC News 
ü President’s Corner – John Wolfe 
ü Meet the Board – Varenka Lorenzi 
ü Regulatory Update – Barry Snyder 
ü Student’s Corner – Jennifer Cossaboon 
ü Bight Corner – Nathan Dodder 
ü Annual Meeting Recap – Barry Snyder 
ü Calendar of Upcoming Meetings/Events 
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Meet the Board 
 

Varenka	  Lorenzi,	  California	  State	  University,	  Long	  Beach	  
  

Varenka	  enjoys	  a	  view	  of	  LA	  from	  the	  Getty	  Center	  
 
I became interested in applying my 

knowledge of physiology to understand the 
negative impact of human activities on the life 
history and reproductive system of aquatic 
organisms. For my postdoctoral research I decided 
to join an aquatic toxicology laboratory so I 
moved to UC Riverside to work with Dr. Dan 
Schlenk. During that time, I tested the effects of 
some commonly prescribed pharmaceutical drugs 
detected in surface waters worldwide, on the 
reproductive behavior of fathead minnows.  

I am currently working at the Institute for 
Integrated Research in Materials, Environments 
and Society (IIRMES) at California State 
University Long Beach under the direction of Rich 
Gossett. I am the lab coordinator and my work 
includes analyzing environmental samples by 
GC/MS for the presence of a variety of organic 
contaminants. I am also assisting faculty with their 
research and mentoring master students in a 
variety of interesting projects ranging from fecal 
sterols as biomarkers to skunk secretion. I am also 
working on a research project to study cigarette 
butt pollution in marine sediment and the potential 
for bioaccumulation.  
 In addition to SCUBA diving, I love yoga 
and tango dancing so let me know if you need a 
buddy for any of those activities!  My take-home 
message for the student members is to try to 
explore both the various fields of science and the 
geographical world because the ability to integrate 
different disciplines and different cultures is 
important to become a better scientist and a better 
person. 
 

Hi everyone! My name is Varenka Lorenzi 
and I am serving my first year as an academic 
representative. I first became a member of SoCal 
SETAC during my postdoc, and thanks to the society 
I got introduced to the world of toxicology not only 
inside academia but also in the private and public 
sectors. If you didn’t already guess it from my last 
name, I am from Italy, and I was lucky enough to 
grow up on the shore of one of the most beautiful 
Italian lakes near the Alps so the beautiful landscapes 
likely instilled in me the passion for nature and water. 
I got my undergraduate degree in Biological Sciences 
at the historical University of Padova. Helen Cornaro 
who is considered to be the first woman in the world 
to be awarded a university degree graduated there in 
1678, so not a bad place to get an inspiration for 
science! For my undergrad thesis, I analyzed 
gonadotropin-releasing hormone (GnRH) neurons in 
the brain of the grass goby, and its variability in 
relation to different mating behaviors. This work 
introduced me to the study of fish 
neuroendocrinology that was the topic of my research 
for many years to come.  

After graduation I got a fellowship to study 
abroad, and I spent one year at the Leigh Marine 
laboratory in New Zealand as a field research 
assistant. I helped in various projects studying the 
effects of marine reserves on the abundance of fish 
and sediment infauna. I have always been fascinated 
by the study of animal behavior, and I became 
particularly intrigued by the ability of certain fish 
species to change sex based on social group 
composition. For this reason, in 2003 I decided to 
cross the ocean again and moved to Atlanta to join 
the lab of Dr. Matthew Grober at Georgia State 
University to study the bluebanded goby, a small 
hermaphroditic fish. I wanted to understand how the 
social cues are translated into neuroendocrine 
changes that result in the complete transformation of 
the gonads so my work focused on the role of 
neurotransmitters and sex steroids. Even if it took a 
little time to get accustomed to the Southern accent, 
the hospitality and the biscuits were great, so I ended 
up getting my Masters and Ph.D. in Biology. Since 
that little goby lives in the Pacific Ocean, I came 
every summer to the Wrigley Institute on Catalina 
Island to perform some of my work. No need to say, I 
fell in love with Southern California!  
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	  	  	  Barry	  Snyder,	  Amec	  Foster	  Wheeler	  
SoCal	  SETAC	  Past	  President	  

	  

	  
Are Harmful Algal Blooms Occurring 

More Often in California’s Lakes? 
  
 Harmful algal blooms (HABs) have been in 
the news a lot recently. A recent HAB in Pyramid 
Lake in northern Los Angeles County resulted in a 
warning to visitors to stay out of the water because of 
unsafe levels of the cyanotoxin microcystin. Visitors 
to Pyramid Lake reported getting sick after 
swimming in the lake. At high enough levels, 
microcystin toxins can cause skin rashes, nose, 
throat, and eye irritation, headaches, and 
gastrointestinal problems. The conditions in the lake 
waters prompted the Department of Water Resources 
to issue a warning to avoid all water contact by 
humans and pets. While the lake is still open for 
boating, the Department of Water Resources advised 
boaters to be extremely careful because the toxins in 
the water can be inhaled in the mist produced by 
vessels moving across the lake surface.  

 
Blue-green algae bloom in Pyramid Lake 
(www.nbclosangeles.com) 

A similar “avoid contact” warning was also 
recently issued for the Pit River Arm of Shasta Lake 
in Northern California. Analysis of water samples in 
this lake confirmed the presence of cyanobacteria 
(Anabaena spp.) in this section of Shasta Lake. 
Anabaena is a genus of filamentous cyanobacteria 
that is one of four genera of cyanobacteria 
responsible for HABs (CyanoHABs) that produce 
neurotoxins (e.g., microcystins), which can be 
harmful to humans, pets, and wildlife. Microcystins 
are a class of toxins produced by certain freshwater 
cyanobacteria that can be produced in large quantities 
during algal blooms. Large algal blooms can be 
triggered by high-nutrient conditions in lakes 
(especially elevated levels of nitrates and 
phosphorus), increased sunlight, higher water 
temperatures, and reduced circulation. It takes the 
right combination of these factors to a spark a HAB.  

 

  
 

The California Cyanobacteria Harmful 
Algal Bloom (CCHAB) Network was established 
in 2006 in response to significant toxin-producing 
blooms in Klamath River reservoirs. In 
collaboration with the State Water Resources 
Control Board (SWRCB), California Department 
of Public Health (CDPH), and Office of 
Environmental Health and Hazard Assessment 
(OEHHA), the group developed a draft guidance 
document, titled Cyanobacteria in California 
Recreational Water Bodies: Providing Voluntary 
Guidance about Harmful Algal Blooms, Their 
Monitoring, and Public Notification. The document 
was prepared to provide background information 
on CyanoHABs, and to establish thresholds for 
posting and lifting advisory warnings for bloom-
affected waterbodies. In 2010, the group updated 
the guidance document and included a decision tree 
for posting health advisory warnings and 
recommendations for health advisory warning 
signs. The 2010 draft guidance document can be 
found at: 
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/HealthInfo/environhealth/
water/Documents/BGA/BGAdraftvoluntarystatewi
deguidance-07-09-2010.pdf. 
 

More recently, the SWRCB published the 
California Freshwater Harmful Algal Blooms 
Assessment and Support Strategy in January 2016 
(SWAMP-SP-SB-2016-0001). According to this 
document, “The goal of the California Freshwater 
HAB Assessment and Support Strategy is to 
articulate a coordinated and widely supported long-
term program to assess, communicate, and manage 
CyanoHABs, cyanotoxins, and other nuisance 
freshwater HABs.” In 2012, the State’s Surface 
Water Ambient Monitoring Program (SWAMP) 
sponsored a statewide workshop in response to the 
growing concern about cyanotoxins. The 
publication of the strategy document is one of the 
key recommendations from the workshop (i.e., to 
develop a statewide long-term vision and strategic 
plan to address CyanoHABs and other freshwater 
HABs).  

 

Regulatory	  Update	  	  



	  
	  

www.socalsetac.org                                                                                                                                                    Page 4 
	   	  

Volume 23 Number 2 SUMMER 2016 

 

	  
Hi fellow SETAC Members! 
 I am a M.S. candidate at the Graduate 
School of Public Health at San Diego State 
University and feel incredibly grateful to receive 
the 2016 SoCal SETAC Graduate Student Research 
Grant Award. The funding will support a 
collaborative project between SDSU and the San 
Diego Zoo Institute for Conservation Research to 
study endocrine disrupting compounds (EDCs) in 
the California condor. After being driven to near 
extinction from stressors including lead poisoning 
and poaching, the 22 remaining condors were 
placed in breeding facilities in 1987. The total 
population has since grown to over 400 (with over 
half living in the wild); however, the recovery of 
this critically endangered species relies heavily 
upon programs that hatch and reintroduce birds to 
wild populations in California, Arizona, and Baja 
California. Recent mortality rates post-release have 
been too high to establish self-sustaining 
populations, and there is strong evidence that 
coastal condors are experiencing eggshell thinning 
due to EDC exposure from scavenging marine 
mammal carcasses.  

I will analyze plasma samples collected 
from inland and coastally-dwelling individuals to 
compare exposures using comprehensive two-
dimensional gas chromatography coupled to time-
of-flight mass spectrometry (GC×GC/TOF-MS). 
This “non-targeted” analytical method is capable of 
screening for well-known, legacy pollutants in 
addition to unknown and unrecognized compounds. 
I am currently using this same method in the Hoh 
Environmental Health Lab for my M.S. in 
Environmental Health Sciences. For my thesis, I 
will analyze halogenated organic compounds 
(HOCs) in blubber from five marine mammal 
species inhabiting the Southern California Bight to 
catalogue emerging contaminants. This project will 
also evaluate associations between HOCs and 
susceptibility to domoic acid toxicosis and identify 
the best sentinel species for future monitoring. 	  
 My passion for environmental health 
developed while growing up across the Delaware 
River from Philadelphia and spending summers in 
the White Mountains of New Hampshire and a 
small shore town in New Jersey.  Eagerly awaiting 
each summer’s escape, I witnessed the stark  

contrast between rural and urban ecosystems from a 
very early age, which ultimately inspired me to study 
issues intersecting humans, wildlife, and the 
environment. I earned my B.S. in Marine Biology 
from the University of California, Santa Cruz where 
my curiosity drove me into various laboratory and 
animal husbandry positions at the Long Marine Lab. 
I sorted invertebrate larvae under a microscope, 
studied an endearing species of red sea anemone 
during a field quarter in Corsica, assisted in marine 
mammal necropsies, and worked as a teaching 
assistant for my favorite ocean sciences class.  

 
Jennifer with Natchek, a ringed seal,  
at the Long Marine Lab 
I grew very interested in wildlife health and 

medicine while working as an animal technician and 
research assistant in a pinniped acoustics and 
cognition lab. However, it was a guest lecture by 
Myra Finkelstein about lead poisoning in California 
condors that motivated me to study wildlife 
toxicology (consequently this SoCal SETAC funding 
has a highly sentimental value to me as well!). I 
immediately convinced Russ Flegal, my professor at 
the time, to let me join his trace metals lab where I 
researched Northern elephant seal molting impacts 
on nearshore mercury cycling for my senior thesis. 
After graduating in 2012, I worked as a cell culture 
technician for a biotechnology company, volunteered 
with the Marine Mammal Center, and spent a 
summer in Alaska studying the reproductive cycle of 
Steller sea lions before beginning graduate school.  

I hope to continue studying reproductive 
health in endangered species and contribute to the 
One Health Initiative. My experiences have showed	  
me the complexity of wildlife conservation and 
environmental	  protection	  issues,	  and	  that	  solutions	  
are	   entirely	   possible	   with	   good	   science,	   clear	  
communication,	   and	   cooperation	   among	  
researchers,	  politicians,	  and	  communities.	  
 

Student	  Corner	  
 
Jennifer	  Cossaboon,	  San	  Diego	  State	  University	  
Incoming	  SoCal	  SETAC	  Advisory	  Board	  Member	  
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Bight	  Corner	  
 
Nathan	  Dodder,	  San	  Diego	  State	  University,	  
SoCal	  SETAC	  Advisory	  Board	  Member	  

Results	  from	  the	  Bight	  ’13	  Sediment	  Chemistry	  
Survey	  

Regional monitoring is an important means to 
assess the status of coastal resources in Southern 
California. The Southern California Bight 2013 
Regional Monitoring Program (Bight ‘13) is the fifth 
in a series of regional marine monitoring efforts 
beginning in 1994. Like the earlier surveys, the Bight 
‘13 program was multi-faceted, with the Contaminant 
Impact Assessment component including sediment 
chemistry and toxicity, benthic infauna, fish 
assemblages, and bioaccumulation. The full sediment 
chemistry report was completed in April 2016 and 
can be found at 
http://www.sccwrp.org/Documents/BightDocuments/
Bight13Documents/Bight13AssessmentReports.aspx. 
The authors are Nathan Dodder (SCCWRP), Kenneth 
Schiff (SCCWRP), Ami Latker (City of San Diego), 
and Chi-Li Tang (Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles 
County).  

The Bight Program is highly collaborative 
and would not be possible without the remarkable 
expertise of many local agencies and laboratories. 
Specific to the sediment chemistry component, 
measurements for Bight ’13 were provided by the 
following: City of Los Angeles Environmental 
Monitoring Division; City of San Diego; Eurofins 
Calscience; Institute for Integrated Research in 
Materials, Environments and Societies; Sanitation 
Districts of Los Angeles County; National Oceanic 
Atmospheric Administration; Orange County 
Sanitation District; and Physis Laboratories. The 
laboratories passed comprehensive inter-laboratory 
comparison exercises prior to the analysis of field 
samples. 
 The survey used a stratified random design to 
ensure unbiased sampling and to provide areal 
assessments of environmental condition. There were 
11 strata, including shelf and slope strata at different 
depths, and embayment strata such as ports and 
marinas. Two new strata, submarine canyon bottoms 
and marine protected areas, were introduced in Bight 
’13. A total of 346 stations were sampled between 
July and September 2013, and analyzed for grain size, 
total organic carbon, total nitrogen, trace metals, 
PAHs, PCBs, DDTs, and chlordanes. Two classes of 
emerging contaminants were measured in Bight ’13:	  	  
 

 
polybrominated diphenyl ether (PBDE) flame 
retardants and pyrethroid pesticides. Sediment 
condition was assessed using the State of 
California’s Sediment Quality Objectives (SQO) 
chemistry indices. 

 
Conclusions from Bight ’13 were: 

1. Per the SQO chemistry indices, 
approximately three-quarters of the Bight has an 
acceptable condition of sediment contamination. 
This extent has remained steady over the last 10 
years. While Bight-wide trends have been stable 
since 2003, there was both a positive long-term 
trend and a negative recent decline in the sediment 
condition of individual habitats. The relative extent 
of sediment contamination in Bight ’13 was 
generally greater in embayments than offshore, with 
acceptable conditions found in 34% to 78% of the 
area in embayment strata, compared to 50% to 90% 
of the offshore strata. 

2. A ten-fold reduction in the average 
sediment concentration PBDEs was observed 
between 2008 and 2013, concomitant with source 
control restrictions. PBDEs have the potential to 
accumulate in sediment and biomagnify in tissues 
of fish, which were among the reasons restrictions 
on the production and use of PBDEs were 
implemented starting in 2010.  

3. The two new strata introduced in Bight 
’13, Submarine Canyon Bottoms and Marine 
Protected Areas, reflected the contaminant 
concentrations in surrounding areas. Submarine 
canyons were introduced with the hypothesis that 
contaminant transport from surrounding areas may 
lead to higher canyon concentrations. Bight’13 
results indicated this transport was taking place; 
continental shelf locations with the highest 
concentrations also had nearby submarine canyons 
with the highest concentrations. However, canyon 
bottoms did not have higher concentrations than 
nearby locations. 	  
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Barry	  Snyder,	  Amec	  Foster	  Wheeler,	  	  
SoCal	  SETAC	  Past	  President	   	  

Annual	  Meeting	  Summary	  

The Southern California Chapter of the 
Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry 
held its annual meeting in April at Marina Village in 
San Diego. On the first day of the meeting, invited 
speakers presented talks during a special session 
focused on Southern California’s Bays and Lagoons. 
The keynote address was delivered by Jeremy Haas 
of the San Diego Regional Water Quality Control 
Board (SDRWQCB). The title of Jeremy’s talk was 
“Healthy Watersheds: Advancing the Practical 
Vision.” The next three talks addressed San Diego 
Bay-related issues. Chiara Clemente discussed the 
SDRWQCB’s Strategy for a Healthy San Diego Bay, 
followed by a team of speakers from the Port of San 
Diego (Karen Holman and Phil Gibbons) and Amec 
Foster Wheeler (Chris Stansky), who provided details 
on the Regional Harbor Monitoring Program 
(RHMP). Katie Zeeman of the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service concluded the San Diego Bay-focused talks 
with a discussion on bioaccumulation of 
contaminants in bird eggs. The next three 
presentations covered lagoon and wetland restoration 
projects. Shelly Anghera and Steve Cappellino of 
Anchor QEA discussed the history of Colorado 
Lagoon in Long Beach and the significant 
complexities in designing restoration alternatives in 
an urban setting. Rod Abbott, Watershed Programs 
Coordinator at The Bay Foundation, presented 
challenges and successes related to the Malibu 
Lagoon Restoration Project. Finally, Rebecca 
Schwartz of the San Diego Audubon Society 
provided an overview of a large-scale wetland 
restoration and construction project being planned for 
Mission Bay in San Diego.  

 
View from Marina Village, Mission Bay, San Diego 

The Day 1 Special Session continued with a 
discussion of unnatural invaders (i.e., aquatic invasive 
species) that affect many Southern California 
ecosystems. Jeff Crooks of the Tijuana River 
National Estuarine Research Reserve delivered the 
presentation. A pair of researchers from the Southern 
California Coastal Water Research Project 
(SCCWRP) – Steve Bay and Nathan Dodder – 
discussed trends in sediment toxicity in southern 
California bays and estuaries. Following the 
SCCWRP presentation, John Rudolph of Amec 
Foster Wheeler presented the findings of a water 
quality study conducted in the lagoons of Camp 
Pendleton (which are home to the endangered 
tidewater goby). Finally, Eric Stein of SCCRWP 
described the effects of sea level rise on southern 
California’s coastal wetlands and the challenges that 
sea level rise poses for restoration planning. Chapter 
President John Wolfe and I chaired the Day 1 Special 
Session, which culminated with a poster social where 
six poster presenters – including four student 
presenters – discussed their research and findings 
with the participants. 

Day 2 was chaired by Chapter Vice President 
Rachel Adams and featured eight platform talks. The 
talks covered a broad range of topics, including 
addressing issues related to selenium in stormwater 
discharges, developing a stormwater prioritization 
system to reduce potential recontamination of 
receiving waters, building the bioaccumulation model 
for the Long Beach/Los Angeles Harbor Toxics 
TMDL project, presenting the results of sediment 
quality and fish studies conducted as part of the 
RHMP, and assessing PCB levels in fish in US lakes. 
In the afternoon of Day 2, Marisa Trego, the 2014 
SoCal SETAC Student Grant Award winner, 
presented her talk entitled, A Novel Approach to 
Contaminant-Related Health Assessment in Marine 
Mammals.  
 Day 2 also included a presentation by two 
representatives of the Ocean Discovery Institute 
(ODI). As part of SoCal SETAC’s continuing effort 
to provide outreach to the local community, Travis 
Kemnitz and Tony Figueroa delivered an inspiring 
presentation on the excellent work that ODI performs 
in the local community, particularly in the area of 
providing STEM education opportunities to students 
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Barry	  Snyder,	  Amec	  Foster	  Wheeler,	  
SoCal	  SETAC	  Past	  President	   	  

Annual	  Meeting	  Summary	  
(continued)	  

of the City Heights area of San Diego. Tony 
discussed how his journey with ODI began when he 
was a sixth grader, and how he participated in 
numerous after-school programs on his path to 
becoming a STEM professional. Tony graduated in 
2015 from UCLA and received a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Geography and Environmental Studies. For more 
information about ODI, please visit 
www.oceandiscoveryinstitute.org/ 

Day 2 ended with awards and a raffle. Graciel 
Diamante of UC Riverside was awarded the best 
student poster for her presentation entitled, 
Developmental effects of 2- and 6-hydroxychrysene 
on Danio rerio embryos. Congratulations Graciel! 
Outgoing Board Members Demitri Deheyn  
 

 
Tony Figueroa from the Ocean Discovery Institute 
greets a sea turtle 
 

 
Graciel Diamante, SoCal SETAC 2016  
Best Student Poster Award Winner 

(UCSD/Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography/Academic), Misty Mercier (Physis 
Lab/Private), Nellie Shaul (UCSD/Scripps Institution 
of Oceanography/Student), and Molly Colvin 
(SPAWAR/Public) were recognized for their two-
year contributions to the chapter. Thank you outgoing 
Board Members!  

Finally, I was presented with the Marissa 
Gaumond Memorial Award as outgoing Chapter Past 
President, which is an exceptional honor for me. 

Thanks go out to everyone who made the 
meeting a tremendous success, including all the 
speakers and poster presenters, chapter officers and 
board members, and volunteers. Extra special 
recognition goes to Adrienne Cibor and Violet Renick 
for their outstanding contribution to making the 
meeting go off without a hitch. Thanks again 
everyone – on to next year. 
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Upcoming	  Meetings	  of	  Interest	   Date	   Location	   Website	  for	  Additional	  
Information	  

Ecological	  Society	  of	  America	  (ESA)	  101st	  
Annual	  Meeting	  

August	  7-‐12,	  
2016	  

Fort	  Lauderdale,	  
FL	   http://esa.org/ftlauderdale/	  

National	  Environmental	  Monitoring	  
Conference	  (NEMC)	  

August	  8-‐12,	  
2016	  

Orange	  County,	  
CA	   http://www.nemc.us/	  

StormCon	  2016	  
August	  22-‐25,	  
2016	   Indianapolis,	  IN	   http://www.stormcon.com/	  

ECOTOX	  2016	  –	  XIV	  Brazilian	  Congress	  of	  
Ecotoxicology	  

September	  7-‐
10,	  2016	   Curitiba,	  	  BR	   http://ecotoxbrasil.org.br/	  

CA	  Stormwater	  Quality	  Association	  
(CASQA)	  

September	  12-‐
14,	  2016	  

San	  Diego,	  CA	   https://www.casqa.org/events	  

SETAC	  10th	  Asia/Pacific	  2016	  Conference	   September	  16-‐
19,	  2016	  

Singapore,	  SG	   http://www.setac-‐singapore2016.org/	  

SETAC	  5th	  International	  Conference	  on	  
Emerging	  Contaminants	  and	  
Micropollutants	  in	  the	  Environment	  

September	  20-‐
23,	  2016	   Sydney,	  AU	   http://www.emcon2016.com.au/	  

Water	  Environment	  Federation	  89th	  
Annual	  Technical	  Exhibition	  &	  Conference	  
(WEFTEC	  2016)	  

September	  24-‐
28,	  2016	  

New	  Orleans,	  LA	   http://weftec.org/registration/default.as
px	  

Groundwater	  Resources	  Association	  of	  
California	  

September	  28-‐
29,	  2016	   Concord,	  CA	   https://www.grac.org/events/6/	  

Industrial	  Environmental	  Association	  (IEA)	  
October	  5-‐6,	  
2016	   San	  Diego,	  CA	   http://iea-‐sd.com/conference/	  

WEDA	  Pacific	  Chapter	  Meeting	   October	  19-‐21,	  
2016	  

San	  Diego,	  CA	   https://www.westerndredging.org/index.
php/regionalchapters/pacific-‐chapter	  

ESRI	  Ocean	  GIS	  Forum	   November	  1-‐3,	  
2016	  

Redlands,	  CA	   http://www.esri.com/events/ocean	  

SETAC	  North	  America	  37th	  Annual	  Meeting	   November	  6-‐10,	  
2016	  

Orlando,	  FL	   http://tinyurl.com/jam6u68	  

Ninth	  International	  Conference	  on	  
Remediation	  and	  Management	  
of	  Contaminated	  Sediments	  

January	  9-‐12,	  
2017	   New	  Orleans,	  LA	  

http://www.battelle.org/media/conferen
ces/sedimentscon	  

Calendar of Upcoming Meetings 
Prepared by:  Violet Renick, Nautilus Environmental, SoCal SETAC Advisory Board 	  
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SoCal SETAC 2015–2016 Officers 
Past President Barry Snyder  

Amec Foster Wheeler  
barry.snyder@amecfw.com  

President John Wolfe  
LimnoTech 
jwolfe@limno.com   

Vice President Rachel Adams 
Loyola Marymount University 
radams@lmu.edu 

Treasurer Joe Freas  
Aquatic Bioassay & Consulting 
joe@aquabio.org 

Secretary Adrienne Cibor 
Nautilus Environmental  
adrienne@nautilusenvironmental.com 

Webmaster Pavlova Vitale  
Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board 
lmpvitale@sbcglobal.net 

  
SoCal SETAC 2014–2017 Board Members 
Board Member 
(2014–2016) 
Academic 

Demitri Deheyn  
UC San Diego 
ddeheyn@ucsd.edu  

Board Member 
(2014–2016) 
Private 

Misty Mercier  
Physis Laboratory	  	  
mistymercier@physislabs.com 

Board Member 
(2014–2016) 
Student 

Nellie Shaul 
UCSD/Scripps Institution of Oceanography 
nellieshaul@me.com 

Board Member 
(2014–2016)  
Public 

Molly Colvin  
SPAWAR 
marienne.colvin@navy.mil   

Board Member 
(2015–2017) 
Academic 

Varenka Lorenzi  
California State University Long Beach 
varenkalorenzi@csulb.edu 

Board Member 
(2015–2017) 
Private 

Violet Renick 
Nautilus Environmental 
violet@nautilusenvironmental.com 

Board Member 
(2015–2017) 
Student 

Zoe Welch 
UC Santa Barbara 
zwelch@bren.ucsb.edu 

Board Member 
(2015–2017)  
Public 

Nathan Dodder 
SCCWRP 
nathand@sccwrp.org 

SoCal SETAC Officers and Board Members 
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Thank	  You	  to	  Our	  
Generous	  Sponsors!	  



	  
	  

	  



	  

	  
	  



	  

	  

Design, Implementation,  
and Evaluation of Water and Sediment 
Quality-related Studies
• Site-speci!c criteria

• Toxicity identi!cation 
evaluation

• Sediment quality objectives

• Total Maximum Daily Loads 
(TMDLs)

• Ultra-low detection limit

• Source tracking

• Stormwater monitoring

• Bioaccumulation modeling

• Chemical fate and transport

Local SETAC Supporters: 

Wendy Hovel
Shelly Anghera
Steve Cappellino
Andy Martin

Vada Yoon
Jack Malone

Adam Gale

NEW Huntington Beach o"ce:
(657) 227-7430

www.anchorqea.com
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