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assays, I found that sub-lethal concentrations of 
this pesticide altered suites of behaviors that were 
linked to reductions in neurotransmitter and 
cortisol activity. 

I am now an Environmental Scientist at 
Nautilus Environmental, where I manage projects 
including storm water monitoring and toxicity 
testing, a study on the bioaccumulation potential 
of cigarette waste to rainbow trout and mussels, 
and determining chemical product toxicity to 
aquatic life using Globally Harmonized System 
of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals 
(GHS) criteria. I love the challenge in 
understanding and helping to prevent 
environmental toxicity, and the collaboration 
with our clients and colleagues. 

When I am not in the office, you can 
often find me traveling abroad or exploring 
California via backpacking treks with my 
husband Adam and our two hilarious canine 
friends, Higgs and Spirit. We’re a pretty active 
bunch, in fact Higgs and Spirit have helped 
Adam and I train and compete in three triathlons 
last year culminating in an exhausting but 
exciting half-ironman in Palm Springs in 
December.  

I look forward to meeting many of you at 
the upcoming SoCal SETAC meeting this April 
in San Diego. We have a fantastic schedule lined 
up, and the backdrop in beautiful Mission Beach 
could not be any better!  
 
 

Hello SoCal SETAC members! 
 I am excited to introduce myself as one of the 
newer members of the Executive Board representing 
the private sector. I have been involved with SoCal 
and national SETAC events for years as a student, 
but representing this dynamic and diverse committee 
has been an even more rewarding experience so far. 
My path to becoming an environmental scientist in 
San Diego has been windy and adventurous. I grew 
up on Lake Huron in Ontario, Canada, where I 
learned to appreciate nature and the outdoors. I split 
my time between science and music, and trained for 
many years as a classical pianist. But in the end, I 
realized that I was a science nerd at heart and decided 
to pursue this path more seriously.  
 As an undergraduate student, I studied 
biology at McGill University in Montreal, Quebec. 
As an undergrad, I volunteered as a research 
technician in Barbados studying the behavioral 
ecology of mongooses and their predation on 
Hawksbill sea turtles. I spent hours each day 
following different mongooses around the island 
using satellite telemetry to characterize their 
behavior. My experience in Barbados was surreal, 
and taught much of what I now know about applied 
behavioral and conservation ecology. 

After college I moved out west to 
Vancouver, BC, and gradually began to blend my 
interests in ecology with marine science and 
ecotoxicology. I worked for two years in the 
ecotoxicology department at Cantest Ltd. (now 
Maxxam Analytics), where I was responsible for the 
husbandry and testing of various species of aquatic 
and marine animals and plants to industrial and 
municipal effluents. During this time I starting scuba 
diving regularly for fun in and around Vancouver 
(the visibility is amazing!), where I learned to 
observe the behavior of marine critters in their 
natural habitat. 

This combination of experiences led me to 
begin my doctoral dissertation with Dr. Todd 
Anderson at SDSU and Drs. Steven Morgan and 
Gary Cherr at UC Davis from 2008-2014. The goal 
of my PhD was to comprehensively integrate 
physiological and behavioral responses of estuarine 
fishes to pesticides as well as parasites.  	  I focused on 
the effects of the organophosphate pesticide 
chlorpyrifos on neurotransmitter and cortisol 
hormone activity in a common estuarine fish species, 
the California killifish. Using novel behavioral  
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