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By Luke Ginger, 
Water Quality Scientist 
Heal the Bay 
lginger@healthebay.org 
 
     Every year, millions of people 
contract illnesses through water 
recreation which adds up to billions of 
dollars in health care costs. Many of 
these illnesses are attributed to the 
presence of fecal matter which makes its 
way into the water through storm drains, 
rivers/streams, surface flows, and direct 
deposition. Fortunately for ocean 
beachgoers, most beaches on the west 
coast are monitored regularly by local 
governments for Fecal Indicator Bacteria 
(FIB), and the public is notified if FIB 
levels are high.  
 

 
Stephanie Alvarez wincing after collecting a 
particularly gross LA River sample.  
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     The type of water quality 
notifications currently used do not 
convey the illness risks associated with 
different levels of FIB in the water -- 
beaches are either under advisory or not 
under advisory. FIB data is also 
conveyed to the public in a raw data 
format, which can be difficult for the 
public to interpret. Heal the Bay 
developed the Beach Report Card to 
transform recreational water quality data 
into an accessible and easy to understand 
format that also conveys different levels 
of health risk. Letter grades for beaches 
are calculated weekly and posted free of 
charge on our website allowing anyone 
to make informed decisions on where 
and when to get in the water.  
     When the Beach Report Card began 
in the early 90’s, FIB levels were 
monitored in Santa Monica Bay, but the 
data was not getting to the public. Heal 
the Bay wanted the public to know so 
they could protect themselves from 
harmful water quality. Subsequently, 
Heal the Bay partnered with monitoring 
agencies to obtain their data and issue 
letter grades to beaches in Santa Monica 
Bay. The public was overwhelmingly in 
favor of having this information, and 
eventually lawmakers at the state and 
federal levels were urged to pass 
legislation (namely AB411 and the 
BEACH Act) in the late 90’s that 
mandated FIB monitoring at all ocean 
beaches. This allowed the Beach Report 
Card to expand from Santa Monica Bay 
to the entire west coast of the United 
States. Now every summer, Heal the Bay 
issues weekly grades to over 700 

President’s Corner 

  
Erika Holland, CSU Long Beach 

     Welcome to 2020 SoCal SETAC.  It 
is great to welcome in another year with 
the chapter and see what exciting things 
will develop as we start a new decade.  
To wrap up 2019, the chapter made a 
big splash at the 40th North American 
SETAC meeting held in Toronto, 
Ontario Canada.  Chris and I had a 
chance to catch up with other regional 
chapter officers and hear updates 
regarding the state of the Society in 
general and goals for years to come.  
The meeting in Toronto also housed a 
lot of great sessions that are pushing the 
field forward.  I was excited to see that 
this year brought quite a bit of coverage 
for microplastics, providing great 
opportunities to see where this rather 

Leveraging Citizen Science for 
Effective Environmental Advocacy 

FEATURE ARTICLE 

Cont. on page 3 

https://www.socal-setac.org/
mailto:ddeheyn@ucsd.edu


https://www.socal-setac.org         Page 2 

Volume 27 Number 1 Winter 2020 

beaches in California, Oregon, and 
Washington, and this number shrinks to 
around 400 in the winter months.  

Blaire Edwards, Olivia Garcia, and Luke 
Ginger collecting storm drain samples along 
the Elysian Valley corridor of the LA River. 

     Unfortunately, similar legislation has 
never been passed for fresh bodies of 
water at the state or federal levels. There 
are many government agencies that 
monitor FIB levels in recreational 
freshwater, but they do not receive any 
state or federal support for those 
programs. There are also many nonprofit 
groups trying to fill in the monitoring 
gaps left behind by government 
agencies, but there are many more 
recreational freshwater sites not being 
monitored and many people 
unknowingly exposing themselves to 
harmful water quality. 
     For Heal the Bay, this is familiar 
territory. The River Report Card was 
created in 2017 by Heal the Bay to notify 
the public about the FIB levels at their 
local swimming holes. Similar to the 
Beach Report Card, freshwater FIB data 
gets collected from government agencies 
in the Los Angeles area, and a grade is 
calculated based on the FIB levels 
measured. Heal the Bay staff also sample 
6 recreation sites in the LA River and 
Malibu Creek State Park on a weekly 
basis at locations not monitored by 
agencies. Currently, Heal the Bay grades 
28 sites across LA County, and in the 
future this may expand to other counties 

and states. Heal the Bay is advocating for 
policies similar to AB411 and the 
BEACH Act but for fresh water bodies, 
which would help protect the public 
from waterborne illness.  
     While the Beach Report Card is an 
improvement upon traditional water 
quality notifications, there are some 
limitations. The process for measuring 
FIB typically takes 24 hours plus added 
time for agencies to send the data to Heal 
the Bay. In that amount of time, the FIB 
levels in the water may have changed. 
Additionally, many beaches are only 
monitored once per week leaving a 
week-long gap in water quality 
information. To address these issues, 
Heal the Bay has developed a tool called 
NowCast, which can predict water 
quality on a daily basis using 
environmental data. NowCast identifies 
the environmental variables that drive 
FIB levels at the beach by looking at 
correlations between FIB and 
environmental data. Using these 
variables, NowCast is able to accurately 
predict FIB levels at beaches based on 
the current environmental conditions.  
     In summer 2019, we predicted FIB 
levels at 27 beaches on a daily basis 
providing 123 additional days of water 
quality information that the public would 
not have received otherwise. With once-
per-week monitoring, FIB advisories are 
often in place for an entire week until the 
next sample is collected. However, our 
NowCast predictions have revealed that 
these week-long advisories are not 
necessarily accurate. If our NowCast 
predictions were used for advisory 
decisions it would have resulted in fewer 
days with FIB advisories. Our models 
are also able to predict FIB exceedances 
between weekly samplings, which helps 
the public avoid harmful conditions in 
the water. 

FEATURE ARTICLE (continued) 

Christina Huggins and Michelle Allen collecting 
samples from the popular Rock Pool in Malibu 
Creek State Park. 

     Heal the Bay’s goals for these programs 
is to protect as many people as possible from 
harmful water quality. Therefore, we will 
continue to spread awareness and grow the 
number of beaches that receive grades and 
predictions. Please visit 
https://beachreportcard.org/ and 
https://healthebay.org/riverreportcard/ to 
check out our water quality grades and 
predictions.  

SAVE THE DATE: 
SPRING DINNER MEETING 

What: We are thrilled to announce that 
we will be hosting Dr. Eunha Hoh for 
our Spring Dinner Meeting. Dr. Hoh will 
be discussing her research related to 
tobacco and public health. See attached 
flier for more details and registration! 

When: March 11th, 2020 at 6:30 pm 

Where: Leucadia Pizza, 315 S Coast Hwy 
101, Encinitas, CA 92024 

https://www.socal-setac.org/
https://beachreportcard.org/
https://healthebay.org/riverreportcard/
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER (continued) 

new addition to the SETAC stage will head.  There were also 
interesting talks regarding the use of eDNA in management 
practices and ecotoxicology, a topic covered by Regina 
Wetzer during the Spring 2019 dinner meeting. Many 
attending members also appreciated the showcase of work on 
the occurrence, health effects and new guidelines for 
perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), which 
was especially timely given the monitoring guidelines in 
California that took effect January 1st, 2020. 
 

 
SoCal SETAC members enjoying some great drinks and 
conversation during the SoCal SETAC social at the NA SETAC 
annual meeting in Toronto, Canada. 
 
     With all this science, the group had to get out and see 
what Toronto had to offer.  We meet at the Amsterdam 
Brewhouse, right on the shore of Lake Ontario with great 
beer and food options.  Top that off with great company 
with the attending SoCal members as well as some friends 
from the NorCal and Pacific Northwest Chapters.  Many of 
these additions ended up having an interesting and entangled 
history with the SoCal Chapter.  I was especially excited to 
meet Brian Hester from Aquatic Toxicology Support, 
located in Washington, whose companies’ history has a 
connection to the long-standing CSU Long Beach Professor 
and Toxicologist Don Reish.  It is great to hear that 
Neanthes arenaceodentata culturing lives on.  Of course, I 
am biased to CSU Long Beach where Dr. Reish was a great 
part of our campus’s history in toxicology.   
     To set the stage for 2020, the SoCal SETAC Officers and 
Board members have already started putting together 
exciting options for our upcoming Spring Dinner meeting 
and Annual Meeting.  First up, at our Spring Dinner 
meeting, set for March 11th in Encinitas, I am excited to 

welcome our guest Dr. Eunha Hoh’s from San Diego State 
University. Research in her lab covers very diverse topics and 
she has decided to share recent findings regarding tobacco 
pollution; a hot topic in California waters and is sure to spark 
a lot of discussions.  We have also solidified the venue for 
our annual meeting at the Crowne Plaza in Ventura on the 
27th and 28th of April. The venue has amazing views of the 
Ventura coastline, great space for networking and the perfect 
space for poster setup to share ongoing work. At the meeting 
this year we are excited to host a special session regarding 
PFAS compounds and the impact of wildfires on surrounding 
ecosystems together with time for other topics of interest.  
Additionally, as part of this year’s offering, there will be a 
short course on Sunday the 26th covering Molecular Tools 
for Environmental Monitoring.  See the Spring Dinner 
Meeting, Annual Meeting and Workshop announcements 
inside this newsletter and stay tuned for more information.  
     Finally, I look forward to seeing some members at 
upcoming outreach events.  There is the annual Earth Day 
event that will be hosted by the Los Angeles Sanitation 
District on April 18th. As Earth Day is coming up, there are 
also some great cleanup efforts happening in our local 
communities. For a list of option see below and remember to 
send a picture of your great work to a SoCal SETAC Officer 
so we can spread the word. I look forward to seeing everyone 
as we welcome in 2020! 

 

LOCAL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Beach Cleanups 
 San Diego, Thursdays from 6:30–9:30 am 

sandiego.surfrider.org/register-2 
 Long Beach, Saturdays 10-10:30 am 

longbeach.surfrider.org/programs/ 
 Ventura, Saturday Mornings 

ventura.surfrider.org/beach-cleanups/ 
 Various, 3rd Saturday of the month 

healthebay.org/events/ 
 

River and Park Cleanups 
 LA River, Friends of the LA River, 

Saturdays in April folar.org/cleanup 
 Riverside, Keep Riverside Communities 

Beautiful, May 4th krcb.com/ 

https://www.socal-setac.org/
https://sandiego.surfrider.org/register-2/
https://longbeach.surfrider.org/programs/beach-clean-ups/
https://ventura.surfrider.org/beach-cleanups/
https://healthebay.org/events/
https://folar.org/cleanup/
http://www.krcb.com/
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 MEET THE BOARD 

 Karin Wisenbaker 
Aquatic Bioassay and Consulting Laboratories  

 
Karin and her mother, Erika, in the Berkshires  
 

     I am pleased to introduce myself as a SoCal SETAC 
Board member representing the private sector.  This is my 
second year as a board member, and I have really enjoyed 
being involved with SoCal SETAC.  I am currently living in 
Ventura, however my early life was spent in a few different 
places.  My father was a Naval Officer, and civil engineer, so 
we tended to move frequently.  I was born in Virginia and 
grew up in the South and New England, before moving to 
Southern California with my parents.  We always thought we 
would move back to New England, however I ended up 
staying, even after my parents moved to the Berkshires in 
western Massachusetts.  I couldn’t leave the warm weather, 
the beautiful mountains and living near the ocean. 
     My love of the ocean began when I was very young, living 
in Virginia Beach. I was lucky enough to spend almost every 
summer day at the beach with my mother and two older 

sisters.  When we got to the beach I didn’t want to play in the sand, 
instead I headed straight for the water with my mother chasing after 
me. 

I started my college career at Cypress College, while there I was 
awarded a paid internship at the Southern California Marine Institute 
(SCMI), through a grant that supported women in science.  After the 
internship ended, I stayed at SCMI to work primarily on the research 
vessels, the Seawatch, the Yellowfin and the Vantuna.  My work on 
research vessels included leading field trips for elementary schools 
to college students, and working with oceanographic and marine 
researchers. I met Dr. Larry Allen, an ichthyologist from CSUN, and 
his students while working on the R/V Yellowfin.  We worked 
together on several projects including studying fish populations in 
San Diego Bay, and white seabass populations from San Diego to 
Santa Barbara. It is always an adventure living in close quarters with 
the students and crew for five days and I found out I really love fish 
and field work!  It was exciting to see students working with their 
professor in the field, and I knew I wanted to go to CSUN. I 
transferred to CSUN where I graduated with a B.S. in Biology.  
Shortly after graduation, I left the SCMI to work at Aquatic Bioassay 
& Consulting Laboratories in Ventura California. 
     When I first started working at Aquatic Bioassay I occasionally 
helped in the toxicology laboratory, however my main focus was 
environmental programs.  My work at Aquatic Bioassay includes 
monitoring work in the nearshore marine environment and 
freshwater creeks.  I still get to spend time on the ocean, working on 
our research vessel Hey Jude, however most of my work is on creeks 
and rivers throughout southern California.  I help manage several 
projects including the San Gabriel River Regional Monitoring 
Program (SGRRMP).  This is a collaborative, long-term monitoring 
project that was developed in 2005 to assess the health of the San 
Gabriel River watershed.  Part of the core monitoring includes using 
Multiple Lines of Evidence (MOLE) to assess the condition of 
streams in the watershed. Benthic macroinvertebrates (BMIs) and 
benthic algae are collected in creeks and serve as key indicators of 
the condition of streams in the watershed.  Chemical and 
toxicological samples are collected at the same time as the BMIs and 
they provide information about potential key stressors to biological 
condition. 
     I enjoy living in Ventura and its surrounding area.  It has a great 
combination of being a beach and mountain town.  It is easy to ride 
my beach cruiser around town, down to the beach on the bike path, 
and to work.  I also like exploring our local hillside hiking trails with 
their beautiful overlooks. I am looking forward to the SoCal SETAC 
annual meeting in Ventura this April.  If you plan on attending the 
meeting, I can always give you tips on great hiking trails, beaches 
and restaurants. 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.socal-setac.org/
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 STUDENT CORNER 

Our travel award winners, Raul Flamenco (left) and Aaron Angel 
(right) with their advisor Dr. Andrea Bonisoli-Alquati at the SoCal 
SETAC social at the NA SETAC national meeting in Toronto, Canada.  

What is your educational background? 
I originally took time off of school, but found that my mind 
was not being challenged. I transferred to a community college 
to get my general education classes out of the way and to 
explore what I wanted to study. Once I had narrowed it down 
to relating to environmental impact, I transferred to Cal Poly 
Pomona. I am graduating this spring and am waiting to hear 
back from PhD programs, which I would be starting this fall 
(2020).   
 
How did you get interested in Toxicology? 
I have always had a concern for the human impact on the 
environment. I took environmental science and marine biology 
and it was very eye-opening. Since contaminants affect both 
humans and wildlife, studying toxicology was a way of helping 
people and wildlife while working with the natural world. It 
included many of the things I was learning about, and was the 

perfect union of all my interests. My professors put me in 
contact with Dr. Bonisoli-Alquati, I took his ecotoxicology class, 
and everything clicked. 
 
What is your current research? 
I am finalizing a meta-analysis that is compiling existing 
literature for concentrations of PFAS (perfluoroalkyl substance) 
in bird tissue, including liver, eggs, and blood. I am looking for 
different trends and factors that might be indicative of greater 
contamination such as temporal trends and species, among 
others. 
 
What was your experience presenting a poster in Toronto? 
I was able to speak to many of the primary authors of the 
references I have been using in my research. It wasn’t as big of 
an audience as I expected, but I was very glad to be able to 
connect with many leaders in the field in person. It was a unique 
experience! 
 
What made you want to attend the conference? 
I joined the lab last year around the time of SETAC Sacramento, 
and I was disappointed that I couldn’t attend and learn about the 
new research being done. I value scientific communication, and 
was grateful to have the opportunity to practice presenting and 
talking about my project. This was a great chance to learn more 
and become more engaged with SETAC. 
 
What were some of the takeaways for you? 
Many of the projects were interdisciplinary, and one of the 
things that I enjoy about toxicology is that it pulls in different 
fields and ideologies. It was interesting to see that approach 
applied to so many different projects. Everyone there was very 
helpful, if you had questions, they were more than willing to 
take the time to discuss. 
 
Did you attend socials? 
I didn’t attend the sanctioned social events, but I spent time 
during the coffee breaks socializing and talking to people at their 
poster. In between breaks and after the sessions were over, I 
would be trying to be networking. At one point, I got caught 
talking to someone and accidently missed a session. It helped to 
make conversations more casual and easier to naturally happen. 
 
What would you do differently? 
I would find out how they assign poster space, and try to get 
closer to the front. I would also try to attend more of the planned 
events, and do more networking.  
 

SoCal SETAC Student 
Travel Awards:  
Raul Flamenco Interview 
 
 
 
 

https://www.socal-setac.org/
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What was something that surprised you? 
I was surprised by how many people whose work I had been 
referencing that I was able to meet. I had hoped for one or 
two, but I got to meet five or six. I was also impressed by how 
nice Toronto and Canada were, and I wish I would have had 
time to come early or stay later. 
 
What did you like about Toronto? 
We stayed at an Air BnB, and got to explore restaurants and 
the area close by. The last days there, I was excited to be able 
to go to Niagara Falls. I was impressed by how clean the city 
was and the public transportation options. Everyone was very 
nice, and even when they were in a hurry, they were still 
laidback. I’m used to LA where everyone is cutthroat and 
stuck in traffic, and it was a nice change of pace to be in a big 
city that is not as aggressive. I really enjoyed Toronto, and 
would love to go back! 
 

What do you like to do on a typical day off? 
I enjoy being in the outdoors – hammocking, camping, and 
hiking. I like to read, and have been getting into writing 
occasionally. I like to play video games and board games with 
friends, and to explore new places and restaurants in LA and 
Southern California. Spending time with family is important 
too. 
 
Last minute thoughts to share with SETAC? 
I want to share my thanks in being selected for the Travel 
Award, which funded the flight to and from Toronto. Thank 
you for allowing me the opportunity to showcase what I have 
been working on, and to represent my lab, Cal Poly Pomona 
and SoCal SETAC. 
 

ANNOUNCING THE SOCAL SETAC ANNUAL MEETING AT THE CROWNE PLAZA 
VENTURA BEACH. APRIL 26-28TH, 2020 

Highlights: 
 Presented by SoCal SETAC in partnership with the Desert Southwest Chapter of SETAC 
 Use of Molecular Tools for Environmental Monitoring short course on Sunday, April 26th 

(10:30 am – 4:40 pm) led by Drs. Alvina Mehinto (SCCWRP) and Erika Holland (CSULB). 
 Impacts to Water Quality from Wildfires special morning session on Monday April 27th.  
 Ecological Risk of PFAS Compounds special morning session on Tuesday April 28th. 
 See attached fliers for additional details! 

 
STAY TUNED FOR REGISTRATION AND THE CALL FOR ABSTRACTS!  

 

STUDENT CORNER (continued) 

https://www.socal-setac.org/
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January, 2020 
January 27-29 
P3S 2020 Conference | Long Beach, CA 

January 30-31 
ICAAEA 2020: 14. International Conference on Advances in Aquatic Ecotoxicology and Applications | New York, NY 
 

January 30-31 
ICEEC 2020: 14. International Conference on Ecotoxicology and Environmental Contamination | Istanbul, Turkey 
 

 

March, 2020 
March 9-11 
9th SETAC Young Environmental Scientist (YES) Meeting | Waco, TX 

March 11 
SoCal SETAC Spring Dinner Meeting | Encinitas, CA 

March 15-17 
2020 WateReuse California Annual Conference | San Francisco, CA 

March 15-19 
2020 SOT 59th Annual Meeting & ToxExpo | Anaheim, CA 

March 22-26 
ACS Annual Meeting & Expo | Philadelphia, PA 

March 30-31  
3rd World Congress on Environmental Toxicology and Health | Osaka, Japan 

March 31-April 3 
CWEA Annual Conference 2020 | Reno, NV  

 

April, 2020 
April 22-23 
22nd World Congress on Toxicology and Pharmacology | Kyoto, Japan 

April 27-29 
SoCal SETAC Annual Meeting | Ventura, CA 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

https://www.socal-setac.org/
https://p3s.cwea.org/2019/09/17/p3s-2020-long-beach-conference-save-the-date/
https://waset.org/advances-in-aquatic-ecotoxicology-and-applications-conference-in-january-2020-in-new-york
https://waset.org/ecotoxicology-and-environmental-contamination-conference-in-january-2020-in-istanbul
https://yes2020.setac.org/
https://www.socal-setac.org/dinner-meetings
https://watereuse.org/event/2020-watereuse-california-annual-conference/
https://www.toxicology.org/events/am/AM2020/index.asp
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/meetings/national-meeting.html
https://environment.conferenceseries.com/
https://events.cwea.org/event/cwea-annual-conference-2020/
https://toxicology-pharmacology.conferenceseries.com/
https://www.socal-setac.org/copy-of-2019-meeting
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May, 2020 
May 3-7 
SETAC Europe 30th Annual Meeting | Dublin, Ireland 

May 8 
Southern California Academy of Sciences 2020 Annual Meeting | Fullerton, CA 
 
May 26-30 
Nontarget Analysis for Environmental Assessment – SETAC North America Focused Topic M | Durham, NC 

 

June, 2020 
June 10-13 
Association for Environmental Studies and Sciences Conference 2020 | Fullerton, CA 
 
June 29-30 
2020 California Water Boards Water Data Science Symposium | Sacramento, CA 

 

 

 
 

https://www.socal-setac.org/
https://scas.nhm.org/annual-meeting/
https://aessconference.org/


 

 

 
 

 
SoCal SETAC 2019–2020 Officers 

Past President 
Chris Stransky, Wood Environment & Infrastructure 
chris.stransky@woodplc.com 

President Erika Holland, California State University, Long Beach  
erika.holland@csulb.edu 

Vice President Nicholas Hayman, Naval Information Warfare Center Pacific (NIWC Pacific)  
nicholas.hayman@spawar.navy.mil  

Treasurer Joe Freas, Aquatic Bioassay and Consulting Laboratories Inc. 
Joe@aquaticbioassay.com  

Co-Secretary Misty Mercier, Physis Environmental Laboratorios, Inc. 
mistymercier@physislabs.com 

Co-Secretary Alvina Mehinto, Southern California Coastal Water Research Project  
alvinam@sccwrp.org 

Webmaster Violet Renick, Orange County Sanitation District 
VRenick@OCSD.COM  

SoCal SETAC 2019–2020 Board Members 
 Board Member (2018–2020) 

Public 
Jun Zhu, Los Angeles Regional Water Board  
jun.zhu@waterboards.ca.gov 

Board Member (2018–2020) 
Academic 

Mary Woo, California State University Channel Islands  
mary.woo@csuci.edu 

Board Member (2018–2020) 
Private 

Karin Wisenbaker, Aquatic Bioassay and Consulting Laboratories Inc. 
karin@aquaticbioassay.com 

Board Member (2018–2020)  
Student 

Nicol Parker, University of California Santa Barbara 
nparker@bren.ucsb.edu 

Board Member (2019–2021) 
Public 

Ashley Parks, Southern California Coastal Water Research Project 
ashleyp@sccwrp.org  

Board Member (2019–2021)  
Academic 

Varenka Lorenzi, California State University Long Beach  
Varenka.Lorenzi@csulb.edu 

Board Member (2019–2021) 
Private 

Kate Buckley, wood. Environment and Infrastructure  
kate.buckley@woodplc.com  

Board Member (2019–2021) 
Academic 

Amanda Russell, California State University Long Beach  
arussell3483@gmail.com 

SOCAL SETAC OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS 

mailto:chris.stransky@woodplc.com
mailto:nicholas.hayman@spawar.navy.mil
mailto:Joe@aquaticbioassay.com
mailto:mistymercier@physislabs.com
mailto:VRenick@OCSD.COM
mailto:jun.zhu@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:karin@aquaticbioassay.com
mailto:ashleyp@sccwrp.org
mailto:kate.buckley@woodplc.com


Southern California SETAC 
Spring 2020 Dinner Meeting 

Toxicity of tobacco product waste pollution in 
aquatic environments 

Dr. Eunha Hoh, San Diego State University 

Wednesday, March 11th Leucadia Pizzeria 
6:30pm–8:30pm 315 S Coast Highway 101 

6:30pm Dinner, 7:30pm Presentation Encinitas, CA 

SoCal SETAC Fall 2019 Dinner Meeting Registration
Name 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS 
RATES (select one) 

Affiliation By 02/24/20 After 02/24/20 

Address 

Current Member $25 $35 
New or Renewing Member 

includes $20 one-year membership fee $45 $55 

Current Student Member $18 $22 
Phone New or Renewing Student Member 

includes $10 one-year membership fee $28 $32 
Email 

DINNER: 
Join us for an Italian meal of garlic bread, salad, 
specialty pizza, pasta dishes, and desert.  Vegetarian 
and gluten free option will be available.  

Alcohol will be available for individual purchase. 

If you have a special dietary request or food allergies 
please email mistymercier@physislabs.com 

REGISTRATION: 
• Online: www.socal-setac.org under Events
• On-Site: Bring this form along with cash/check/card

mailto:mistymercier@physislabs.com
http://www.socal-setac.org/
https://www.socal-setac.org/dinner-meetings


 

Southern California Regional Chapter of the 
Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry 

In partnership with Desert Southwest Regional Chapter  
 

  

 

Sunday - Tuesday, April 26-28 
Crowne Plaza Ventura Beach 

450 East Harbor Boulevard, Ventura CA 93001 

https://www.socal-setac.org/2020-annual-meeting   

 

       
 
 

Special sessions on: Impacts to Water Quality from Wildfires (Monday am) 
Occurrence and Ecological Risk of PFAS Compounds (Tuesday am) 

 
 

 

https://www.socal-setac.org/2020-annual-meeting


 

MOLECULAR TOOLS FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

MONITORING  
  

Environmental monitoring is undergoing rapid transformation as 
molecular tools such as qPCR, cell bioassays, and eDNA are developed 
to complement existing methods. This one-day course will discuss the 
use of cell bioassays and RNA-based qPCR to assess aquatic health. 
Cell bioassays provide a rapid method to screen for chemical mixtures 
and were recently incorporated in the amended CA Recycled Water 
Policy. QPCR methods are widely applied in predictive ecotoxicology to 
evaluate sublethal effects of chemicals and provide early warning of 
deleterious effects. This course will consisit of four modules: 

1- Introductions to cell bioassays and qPCR 
2- Case studies application  

3- Demonstration of test methods  

4- Data analyses and interpretation 

 

SoCal SETAC 
Short Course 

____ 

Understand how  
cell bioassays & 

qPCR work 

____ 

Learn how to 
analyze and 

interpret the data  

____ 

Online registration 
opening soon 

____ 

Ventura Crowne 
Plaza, 26 April 2020, 

10:30a – 5:00p 

Instructors: Alvina Mehinto 
(SCCWRP), and 

Erika Holland (CSULB) 

For more information, 
contact Alvina Mehinto 
alvinam@sccwrp.org  

 

  

mailto:alvinam@sccwrp.org


To reserve an exhibit space, please complete this form and submit to Maria Rosales-Ramirez at 
mrosales@lacsd.org or you may also mail it to 1955 Workman Mill Road, Whittier, CA 90601.

Event Date Saturday, April 18, 2020

Fee FREE OF CHARGE

Location 1955 Workman Mill Road, Whittier 90601
Administration Building parking lot

Setup
Between 7:30am - 9:00am

The event is scheduled to begin at 10:00 a.m. sharp. All exhibit areas must be ready by 
9:45 a.m. Event will end at 2 p.m.  Exhibitors can leave after the event is over.

Equipment  
Provided To You

A 10x10 canopy, one eight foot table, and two chairs. No table covers are provided. 
Please specify if any other materials are needed. Please note that we will provide 
coffee and pastries in the morning and lunch to all exhibitors.

Please Bring Organization signage, display material, demonstrations/hands-on activities, and any 
other materials that encourage education and learning.

If you do not receive an exhibitor confirmation notice by March 30, please call me or email me!

Contact Person

Organization

Address

Phone

Email

Topics/Activities you  
will provide in booth

Special Needs Electricity: Yes     No Other

Description & approximate 
length of stage performance 

(if interested)

Raffle donation items (if any)

Sponsorship Level (if interested)

Thank you for 
participating in 
Earth Day 2020.

2020 Exhibitor  
Registration Form
Deadline: March 1, 2020

SanDistricts

SanitationDistrictsLACounty

www.lacsd.org
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Sponsorship Opportunities
For Earth Day 2020 on April 18, 2020

P L A T I N U M

S I L V E RS I L V E R

B R O N Z E

G O L DG O L D

$ 1 , 0 0 0

u  Prestigious opportunity to talk about 
your organization at the main stage 
during the welcoming remarks

u  Photo opportunity with all event hosts, elected officials, and event 
mascots

u  Your logo on the event promotional item (given to all attendees at the 
event)

u  Opportunity to sponsor an event area exclusively, such as The Garden, 
with signage recognizing your contribution

u  Premier location and size if you chose to exhibit 
u  Recognition as a major sponsor in all media press releases
u  Your logo on official event T-shirt 
u  Recognition during the event welcome
u  Logo recognition on printed and electronic advertising including mailers, 

flyers, advertisements, and websites 

u  Prime location if you choose to 
have an exhibit space 

u  Recognition as a sponsor in all 
media press releases 

u  Your organization’s name on official event T-shirt
u  Recognition during the event welcome
u  Name recognition on printed and electronic advertising including 

mailers, flyers, advertisements, and websites

u  Prime location if you 
choose to have an 
exhibit space 

u  Your logo on the event promotional item (given to all 
attendees at the event)

u  Opportunity to sponsor an activity, with signage 
recognizing your contribution

u  Recognition as a major sponsor in all media press releases 
u  Your logo on official event T-shirt
u  Recognition during the event welcome
u  Logo recognition on printed and electronic advertising 

including mailers, flyers, advertisements, and websites

u  Recognition during 
the event welcome

u  Your organization’s name on official event T-shirt
u  Name recognition on printed and electronic advertising 

including mailers, flyers, newspaper ads, websites

SanDistricts

SanitationDistrictsLACounty

www.lacsd.org


	SoCal SETAC Newsletter Winter 2020_final
	SoCal SETAC Newsletter Winter 2020 Draft_verison2
	2020 California Water Boards Water Data Science Symposium | Sacramento, CA


	SoCal SETAC Spring 2020 Dinner Meeting_nobio_editedtitle
	DINNER:
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